Seplember, J\ewclelleh

Our next meeting is scheduled for

October 5, 2025

Doors open at 9:30 AM and painting begins at 10:00 AM.
American Legion Post 683, 754 N.Pike Road (Rt 356), Cabot, PA

| want to thank Wendy for setting up hospitality for me, and Fran, Stephanie and Carrie for the deli-

cious food that | missed out on.
October we are having a potato bar by Vickie and Bryson. Special toppings are:
Viki-cheese, Jennifer-bacon, Fran-sour cream, Carol-butter, Wendy-black beans, Linda-salsa/BBQ
sauce.
Members are to bring the following:
A-L— sides, salads, veggies, fruit
M-R— desserts and baked goods
S-Z— morning shacks

Drinks that will be proved are water, iced tea and lemonade.

Vickie Kennedy, Hospitality Chair, 724-831-8624, vickie.ann.kennedy@gmail.com



Prom the Degl op the Pregidenl

Art is a teachable subject. There is no right order to start painting! You can start with
whatever paint you want. Follow your heart. Love, excitement and curiosity are how
you create an art piece. Each painting medium is fun & has its own charm. You may
want to try them all.

When starting out use lots of paint. Don’t be nervous or stiff. Give yourself per-

better. Have FUN
The best tips for learning how to paint are:
Start with the art medium that you like
Buy the best quality supplies you can afford. You don’t need to buy pro-level just not the cheapest.
Learn to see shapes
Learn the basics of composition
Start with a limited color palette
Learn the basics of color theory
Learn to see values
Learn the basic painting process
Stay playfull!
Just keep showing up & trying
| found this info on “Irene Duma Teaches Art painting for beginners” website:
irenedumateachesart.com
Bring your art examples to club to share.
Your friend & President, Linda Lineman 814-671-6502 Ipmchina@gmail.com

Raven

Taught by Carrie Pizer
Watercolor

Cost: $8 for members, $10 for
guests

Supplies needed: #2 and #8
rounds and a liner, plus regular
painting supplies

Maximum number of students is
ten.

Give a Hoot

Taught by Fran Deah

Acrylic

Checkbook or eyeglass case
Cost: $6 for members, $8 for
guests

Supplies needed: 1/4” lunar blend-
er, angle brush, and a filbert grain-
er, plus regular painting supplies

Thanks to Linda for a rewarding experience at the last meeting. | can't wait to see the end results in
October.
Check out these great classes for October with Carrie and Fran! The deadline for me to receive reg-
istrations will be September 19th.
For our December 7th meeting, we will be doing Make-It Take-Its. We have 4 teachers, but would
really like to offer more classes. Please consider teaching. We will have morning and afternoon
classes this year. So far, April 2026, is Cindy Lamb with Book Art. We would like to offer 2 classes
in April, please consider teaching next year.

Wendy Cornman, winburt61@yahoo.com, Deb Laney, prairiestar22@comcast.net
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| am happy to report that we now have a total of 45 members. It was great to
see Laura Angelo at our meeting as a guest.

We are working on an emergency contact list and updating information on
members. Please see me to get our files current. A corrected membership list
will be available at the/October meeting.

Carrie Pizer, Membership Chair, carrieann_pizer@yahoo.com

Mark your calendars for our 29th annual retreat on April 23-26, o @
2026. Teacher letters have been sent out, and the committee &p”‘{ . SHC Rs

will vote on project selections at the October meeting. Thanks to MAY & G FLO R
those who have offered to help to be part of our committee. 0 o

We need 1 or 2 more large raffle items and a few more volun- - <8 0 s
teers to paint Garden Flags on RgcLon. e 0 P

Don’t forget to be planning your painted umbrella for our contest ‘ : 2 espd
this year! It fits in so well with oyr theme of April Showers Bring S-AE oS3k >
May Flowers. o ‘? sV SR

o

Wendy Cornman, Chair, winbyrt61@yahoo.com
Janine Stiffler, Co-Chair, janifietionesta@aol.com 89

Nominations for offices for next year will be made at the October meeting. You can see from the
minutes that some of qur offices are elected and some are appointed. We have some officers who
are willing to stay in their position for next year, but there are several who have had their position for
many years and would like someone else to step in.

Fran has been recording secretary since 2021, Barb Leffler has been treasurer since 2021, Linda
Lineman has been president since 2021, Wendy is currently holding down 3 positions Program
Chair (2025), Ways and Means (2021), and Retreat (2025), Dot Hoffman has been doing our news-
letter since 2018!

Linda would love/for someone to step up and is willing to stay another year to provide guidance in
the position. In fact, most of the officers would be willing to do the same thing. You wouldn’t be
thrown into the fire!

If you would be willing to run for office, or perhaps run as a co-chair to learn the ropes, please con-
tact me.

Janine Stiffler, Co-Chair, janinetionesta@aol.com

aint Brushes Are Missing!

If you attended the August meeting, could you please check your painting
supplies? Karen Yenick lost a Ziploc bag that had ALL of her brushes, in-
cluding some sets of brushes. If you picked them up after she left, could you
pleages let me know ASAP? tolebrush@aol.com or 724-316-2104.




Ways and, Meang

Thank you, thank you to everyone who donated prizes for the
raffle and to those who participated in any way with the raffle
and the 50/50. Big winner on the 50/50 was Karen S! Our donations and winners are listed below.

ltem Donated by Won by
Round paper mache box, pattern Nellie Karen S
Water Bottle Bamboo mat, paint brushes Linda Karen Y
Lily Plaque Marci Marie
Metal Wall Tin/pattern Wendy/Nellie Stephanie
Wooden Plaque/Pattern Donna/Nellie Wanda
Charger plate/Rooster pattern Donna/Nellie Carol

2 Fabric Painting patterns Nellie Marie

2 Fabric painting patterns Nellie Wanda
How to Draw Birds Elaine Fran

The theme for the next meeting is fall/Christmas (eek!) We’'ll accept donations of any kind,
though, whether painted, purchased, or unfinished. We have a small stash that may pair up well
with something you donate.

Money for tickets for the large raffle drawing (see picture above) is due at the October meeting.
Each member should sell their $10 worth of tickets. The drawing will be held at the November 2
basket luncheon.

Next year’s big raffle is planned already with a wooden lamp and table to be painted by Mary
Jane and Wendy.

Thank you all for everything that you do to help the club.

Wendy Cornman, Ways and Means Chair, winburt61@yahoo.com

Poirling Upg

From Karen S: A simple way to remove all the acrylic paint from your brush is

2. with hand sanitizer. | clean my brushes with hand sanitizer first, and then follow
up with "The Masters" brush cleaner or liquid hand soap. | have even used hand
sanitizer to get dried acrylic paint out of clothing and carpet.

From Linda: Here’s how to make a great tool to pick out hair & dust from
your painting.

| use the red wax that is around Baby Bella cheese and small sticks or : “ :
even toothpicks. Pull off a piece of the wax & kneed it in your fingers to get = o™ =

it soft and wrap it around the stick. Keep folding it to get a point. Touch it . %
lightly to the hair and it will come off easily. Wipe the end of the point or
fold it in again, and you can use it over and over again.

If you are painting an umbrella for the retreat, DecoArt So Soft paint is great for painting on fabric.




Plans are well underway for our annual basket luncheon on November 2, 2025 at
» Lake Arthur Golf Club at noon. Four centerpieces have been painted and returned, as
. 7 well as 30 favors. We are still in need of more small hand-painted items for door priz-
es as everyone gets one. We have 23 baskets promised so far. All remaining center-
pieces and favors are due by the October meeting. All baskets must be at the venue
by 10:30 the day of the luncheon. If you are unable to deliver any of the above, please make arrangements
with Karen or Marie to get them. With our largest fund-raiser of the year being only 10 weeks away, and the
deadline for ticket sales being only 7 1/2 weeks away, a major concern is that we only have 25 tickets sold.
Tickets will again be available at the October meeting, which is very close to the deadline. You can contact
Karen before then to get tickets. Keep in mind that you may take eight tickets (a full table) and return any
that you don't sell along with the money for sold tickets. Thank you to all our painters and everyone
PLEASE make every effort to support this event by attending.

Karen Schnelle & Marie Uncapher, Co-chairmen
karentheseamstress@gamil.com, mayunci1@aol.com

Seuice

Please don't forget to bring a toy to the basket luncheon for the children of VOICe. For
each toy you donate, you will get a ticket for a special basket.

Even a book can make a difference in a child's life.

Blessings

Here is the list of birthdays for Sept. and Oct. They are the highest number for each month in the year. Re-
sults of the cold weather months in the years before they were born?

SEPT: Barb Leffler — 5", Jean Hunter — 12", Nicole Leffler — 15th, Rosann Wagner — 15", Jean Russ — 16",
Kathy Schweikart — 28".

OCT: Ruthanna Leffler — 14", Charlotte Rankin — 16th, Marie Uncapher — 17", Fran Deah — 18", Marilou
Grace — 18" Rosie Fallecker — 25", and Linda Lineman — 29"

A “Thinking of you/Prayer card sent to Carol Fair on Aug. 5.

Just a reminder that if you would like a card sent to one of our members, please let me know.
Marilou Grace, Corresponding Secretary, jrmom@zoominternet.net

Editor’s note: Marilou is right about September having a lot of birthdays. Fun fact: Sept 17 is the #1 date for
births, with the 23rd being third and the 24th being fourth. April 8 is second.

Congratulations to our members on their awards at the Butler County Farm Show: Karen S for painting; Dot
for painting and baking; Vickie for her beautiful Monopoly quilt; and to Bryson for his painting, heifer, and
hogs! We are a multi-talented group!


mailto:casexton@zoominternet.net

Last newsletter, | shared some do’s and don’ts when designing your paintings. You can get inspira-
tion from other’s works, but you really have to digest it and come up with your own interpretation.
It's sort of like writing a research paper in school- you're supposed to get information from various
sources and put your own spin on it all.

Now I'd like to get back to some of the specialty brushes that decorative painters use. Some of the
images | am using are from cdwood.com, a site that offers brushes, surfaces, paints, patterns, and
lots more, and some pictures are from Amazon or from Jillybean’s site. | have previously suggested
you check out Chris Haughey’s YouTube videos on painting, and | urge you to check out her brush

presentation, too.
- == gz q 4
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Up above at #1, we have a deerfoot brush, which is a must when making foliage, fur, or clouds. It
gets even better the more you use it. Second are the stencil brushes. Many decorative artists use
stencils in the backgrounds of their pieces or in lettering on signs. That long thin black one, #3, is
called a splatter brush, and it’s used for just what you think— spattering onto your painting to add
dimension or even snow. Many of us use an old toothbrush or load a liner with paint and tap it to
get the splatter. This will do the same, but maybe with more control. Jillybean Fitzhenry is a nation-
al teacher who has some free downloads on her site https://www.jillybean.net/free-downloads.html
that show you how to use some specialty brushes from Black Gold. One of her brushes is a dagger
(#4,) which is great for striping, ribbons, and leaves. The ones you need to know for Fran’s class in
October are #5, a filbert grainer, which is a must have for detail fur or beards, and #6, the lunar
blender, which is the one with the blue handle and rounded top. Michael’s carries them for about $5
each if you need them quickly and don’t want to order online.

Thank you to clipart-library.com and creativefabrica.com for the free clip art this month.
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Remember to check out our sister club’s, Golden Triangle Decorative Painters, web site at
http://www.goldentriangledecorativepainters.org/home.html to see the great classes they have com-
ing up, including a fall retreat on October 23-26 at Crestfield with some of your favorite TCDP teach-
ers offering classes. Their booklet is available online. Their next meeting is Sept 28.

Stephanie Perne Dot Hoffman
Webmaster Newsletter Editor
stephanieperne@gmail.com tolebrush@aol.com

Check out our web site at www.townandcountrydecorativepainters.com
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TCDP GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING DATE August 3, 2025

Held at: American Legion Post 683, 754 N. Pike Road (Rt. 356), Cabot PA
Called to Order at: 11:49 AM Adjourned: 12:25 p.m.

Board members attending: Fran Deah, Linda Lineman, Stephanie Perne, Wendy Cornman, Carrie
Pizer, Marilou Grace, Carol Sexton, Viki Sherman, Janine Stiffler, Jennifer Calvin, Karen Schnelle,
Marie Uncapher

General Membership meeting 1/5 of total members (1/5 of 47 = 10 members) Quorum present

2025 ELECTED OFFICERS
Recording Secretary — Fran Deah
The minutes from the June meeting were published in the newsletter on line. There were no addi-
tions or corrections. The minutes were filed.

Treasurer: Barb Leffler
Treasurer’s report covers the period June 1, 2025 thru August 2, 2025. Income was $376.75 and
expenses were $783.15. The report was filed for audit.

President: Linda Lineman

Linda is seeking a volunteer to work with this year so that they will feel comfortable in the president
position. The president leads the meetings, both membership and board (can be Zoom,) prepares
a report for the newsletter 6 times a year, and is the tie breaker vote on any motions or decisions.
She also receives 60 points each year, good for discounts on retreat or meeting projects.

Seminar Chair — Stephanie Perne
Stephanie has contacted a number of teachers, some are no longer traveling to teach, instead they
do Zoom classes. She will keep trying

First Vice-President and Program Chair — Wendy Cornman

Wendy thanked Linda for teaching her “Finding Spring” project today. October’s meeting will have
Carrie Pizer teaching a Raven and Fran teaching either a checkbook cover or eyeglass case Owl.
Registrations for the October meeting project will need to be in Wendy’s mailbox by September
19". December’s meeting and luncheon will, of course, be Make It Take It projects. It was decid-
ed to return to the morning session/meeting/lunch/afternoon session format. Wendy would like to
have a few more teachers, please let her know if you can teach. The teachers currently are Janine
Stiffler, Wendy Cornman, Carrie Pizer, Stephanie Perne, and Charlette Stiffler and we will need
more for 2 sessions.

Our February meeting will again be an open house to recruit new members and April will feature
Cindy Lamb and BOOK ART.

Second Vice-President and Membership Chair — Carrie Pizer
Carrie reported that we have 18 members here today. She has a new roster for anyone that wants
one, and an emergency contact list.

Newsletter — Dot Hoffman
All committee reports are due to Dot by August 20 and she would also like some painting tips. Lin-
da will share her gouda Baby Bella hair remover tool tip.

Ways and Means — Wendy Cornman

October meeting donations can be Fall, Thanksgiving, or Christmas. Please let Wendy know if you
are bringing something. All large raffle tickets are due back at the October meeting. We will sell
large raffle tickets at the Basket luncheon and Mollie’s Amish picture will be raffled off at the basket
luncheon on November 2.



Corresponding Secretary -Marilou Grace
Marilou sent thinking of you/get well cards to Karen Yenick, Debra Laney, Carol Fair, and Elaine
Walker. June, July and August birthday cards were also sent.

2025 APPOINTED OFFICERS

Hospitality — Vickie Kennedy

Vickie and family were busy at the Farm Show but she and Bryson will do a potato bar at the Octo-
ber meeting. They will provide the potatoes. She asked the board members to sign up to bring top-
pings.

(Viki — cheese, Jennifer — bacon, Fran — sour cream, Carol -butter, Wendy -Black Beans, Linda -
salsa and BBQ sauce.)

For the Christmas party — Cathy Johnson is available but she would need a $50.00 deposit. She
has not sent over the different menu items. | told her we normally do roast beef because of how
close it is to Thanksgiving which off the top of her head is about $18-$22 per person. | think we
should book her and at the next board meeting we can discuss the menu.

Vickie thanked Fran, Stephanie and Carrie for bringing today’s food she is missing out on!

Service Chair — Carol Sexton
Anyone who brings a toy to the Basket Luncheon will again receive a ticket per toy for a special bas-
ket.

Point System Chair — Viki Sherman
The big news is that each point is now worth 50c, instead of the old 25c. There are copies of the
point sheet on the registration table. Please consider taking an office — those points really add up!

Nomination Chair — Janine Stiffler

Janine will be getting a slate of officers together for the October meeting. According to our by-laws,
the slate is read at the October and then again at the December meeting, at which time a vote is tak-
en.

(see addendum *)

Retreat 2026 Co-Chairs — Wendy Cornman and Janine Stiffler

“April Showers bring May Flowers” - Wendy has her committee together. She has 2 large raffle
items and would like 2 more and volunteers to paint them. She took a vote among the committee
regarding a taco bar or pizza for lunch on Thursday at retreat and taco bar was the winner. Vickie
Kennedy will be teaching a mug planter as a make it take it at retreat. They would also like to have
the saran-wrap ball game again on Saturday night.

Retreat Co-Treasurers — Fran Deah and Jennifer Calvin
Marilou Grace took the 2025 retreat book for audit.

Basket Luncheon Co-Chairs Karen Schnelle and Marie Uncapher

“Autumn Blessings” - So far only 6 tickets have been sold. Anyone wanting tickets please contact
Karen. Tickets are $25.00 each. Karen wants all baskets at the Lake Arthur CC by 10:30 a.m. so
that each will already be in place by the time the doors open. She needs to give a head count by
October 15" to the caterer. Viki Sherman sold tickets to the whole Schweikart Family and they will
be coming! How exciting to see Kathy at TCDP again!

Respectfully submitted by Fran Deah, Recording Secretary



Town and Country Decorative Painters
October 5, 2025 Meeting at The American Legion, Rt. 356, Cabot
Deadline to register is September 19!!!

Our October 5 meeting will feature two classes for your painting enjoyment. Carrie will be teaching
her first class for us, a fabulous raven with a pumpkin and hat. Fran will be teaching a stunning owl
face and you have your choice of doing it on a checkbook cover or eyeglass case. You must indicate
which.

Remember that you are not registered for class until Wendy Cornman has received your registration
and payment. Be sure she has it by September 19. Please make checks out to TCDP, not to Wendy.

Raven Give a Hoot

Taught by Carrie Pizer Taught by Fran Deah

Watercolor Acrylic

Cost: $8 for members, $10 for guests Checkbook or eyeglass case

Supplies needed: #2 and #8 rounds Cost: $6 for members, $8 for

and a liner, plus regular painting sup- guests

plies Supplies needed: 1/4” lunar blend-

Maximum number of students is ten. er, angle brush, and a filbert grain-
er, plus regular painting supplies

Name
Address
Phone Email
Please register me for: _ “Raven” taught by Carrie Pizer
Cost: $8.00 for members, $10 for non-members
______“Give a Hoot” taught by Fran Deah
Cost is $6 for members and $8 for non-members
| want to paint ___ checkbook cover or __ eyeglass case
Check number or | am using my points certificate.

Please make checks payable to TCDP. Deadline to register is September 19, 2025
Mail to: Wendy Cornman, 264 Culberstown Road, New Bethlehem, PA 16242.



