
November Newsletter 
Our next meeting is scheduled for  

December 7, 2025 

Doors open at 9:30 AM and painting begins at 10:00 AM.  

American Legion Post 683, 754 N.Pike Road (Rt 356), Cabot, PA 

For our Christmas party, we will be having lasagna, ham loaf, broccoli and cauliflower medley, 

tossed salad, rolls with butter and drinks. Our dessert will be something special. Reservations must 

be made for this luncheon by November 21.  

The regular meeting will be at noon and lunch will be served at 12:45 PM. 

If you would like to bring something for breakfast, that would be great.  

  Members are to bring the following: 

  A-Z—  morning snacks or Christmas cookies (ed. note) 

 
Vickie Kennedy, Hospitality Chair, 724-831-8624, vickie.ann.kennedy@gmail.com  

 
 

Hospitality 



From the Desk of the President 
I know that everyone is so busy, including resting up from the fun Golden Tri-

angle Retreat. I enjoyed taking and teaching classes and visiting with friends.  

We all had a great time together at the Basket Luncheon, too. You are all so 

creative and generous with your talents. Kudos to Karen S and Marie for a 

wonderful afternoon.  

It seems like as soon as we are done with one thing we are getting ready for 

more programs & trying to get ready for the holidays. I can’t wait to see the 

Make-It Take-Its offered at the December 7 meeting! 

Until I see you again… keep those brushes moving. Don’t forget to bring your projects to the 
meeting for our Show and Tell table. We’d all love to see them! 

Your friend & President, Linda Lineman 814-671-6502  lpmchina@gmail.com 

December is our annual Make-It Take-It meeting. MI-Ti’s are smaller pro-
jects that can be done within two hours. This year we have six teachers 
with projects that you are going to love. Janine Stiffler, Charlette Stiffler, 
Carrie Pizer, Wendy Cornman, Stephanie Perne, and Fran Deah all have 
something special planned for us.  
Although you can buy as many different projects as you want, you can on-
ly take two classes. The first class is from 10 AM until 12:00 PM. We will 
stop at noon for our meeting. Lunch will be served at 12:45 PM. We will 
then begin painting again at 1:30 and be done by 3:30!  
Come and get a head start on some little gifts for Christmas! If you don’t 
get to take the class, you can paint these projects at home on your own.  
 

Teachers– please contact Wendy with the name of the project, how many you will have to offer, and 
the cost of each by Monday, December 1. You can email her, call, or text.  
 
Marie Uncapher will be Wendy’s assistant with ticket sales at the December 7 meeting.  
Thanks to Fran and Carrie for the great classes at the October meeting. We had a room full of hap-
py students.  
 
Speaking of classes, please consider teaching at tone of our meetings next year. In February, we 
will have another open house with a design by Viki Sherman done on canvas. It will be a great pro-
ject for new painters as well as experienced ones. We like to offer two classes at each meeting,  
and we only have a few spots filled. Cindy Lamb is going to teach her Book Art at the April meet-
ing. Let us know when you want to teach!  

Wendy Cornman, winburt61@yahoo.com, Deb Laney, prairiestar22@comcast.net 
 

Program    Make-It Take-It Extravaganza 

Look for some exciting changes to our points system. Points, earned for 

helping the club, are going from $0.25 per point to $0.50! You can earn 

up to $60 toward future classes and activities! Stephanie has some great ideas on a semi-

nar with a national teacher. You’ll be able to use your points toward that!   

Viki Sherman, Points Chair, viki.sherman65@gmail.com 

Points 



Membership 
We have our trifolds back from the printer and they look fabulous! Be sure to get 
some to share with your friends or take to events that may have possible new mem-
bers in attendance.  

We had 26 at the last meeting and hope to see you in December. Dues can be paid 
then or before the February 1 meeting. It’s still only $15!  

Carrie Pizer, Membership Chair, carrieann_pizer@yahoo.com 

Retreat 
We can’t wait for our 29th annual retreat on April 23-26, 2026. The projects 
were chosen and were on the display board at the Basket Luncheon to give 
you a sneak preview of what’s coming up in the booklet. The booklets, with 
all of the class information and everything you need to know for retreat, will 
be at the December meeting.  
We need 1 or 2 more large raffle items and a few more volunteers to paint 
Garden Flags on RocLon. 
The highly anticipated contest this year will be painted umbrellas! (We rec-

ommend using DecoArt SoSoft paint or using fabric medium with your acrylics.)  
 

Wendy Cornman, Janine Stiffler, Co-Chairs, winburt61@yahoo.com janinetiones-
ta@aol.com 

Nominations 
Nominations for offices for next year were presented at the October meeting. 
You can see from the minutes that some of our offices are elected and some 
are appointed. Because several of our officers have been in their positions for 
MANY years– it’s supposed to be two years– we have some positions open 
that provide YOU an opportunity to enhance our club. Fran has been recording 
secretary since 2021, Linda Lineman has been president since 2021, and Dot Hoffman has been 
doing our newsletter since 2018! Many of our officers would be more than happy to give you a 
year of having you as an “intern,” learning the ropes. You wouldn’t be all on your own. The slate is 
as follows: 
 
President– open 
First Vice President, program– open, (maybe Janine) 
Second Vice-President, Membership– Carrie 
Recording Secretary– open 
Corresponding Secretary– Marilou 
Treasurer– Barb 
Ways & Means– Wendy 
Seminar– Stephanie 
Newsletter Editor– open (maybe Dot, but she’d really like to step back) 
 
If you would be willing to run for office, or perhaps run as a co-chair to learn the ropes, please 
contact me. You can be nominated from the floor at the December meeting.  
 

Janine Stiffler, Nomination Chair, janinetionesta@aol.com 



Painting tips 

Thank you, thank you to everyone who donated prizes for the raffle and to those 
who participated in any way with the raffle and the 50/50. Big winner on the 50/50 
was Carrie! Our donations and winners were: 

 
Item      Donated by    Won by  
Donna Dewberry VHS   Nellie     Fran 

Metal bucket/2 patterns   Wendy            Charlette 

Wood Plaque/pattern            Linda          Nicole  

Wood sled/pattern             Donna/Nellie       Charlette  

Tavern sign           Donna/Nellie         Fran  

Fall oak and acorn plaque       Rosemary Habers       Janine  

Metal cannister/pattern           Donna                Jennifer 

Santa on wood slice           Nellie               Stephanie  

Swift Sailor on Slate              Donna               Rosie 
Santa on tavern sign    Nellie     Nicole 
Board sign, magazine    Cindy     Carrie 
Mum      Stephanie    Nicole 
Fresh eggs from her chickens  Carrie     Nicole 
Hocus Pocus     Viki     Stephanie 
Tea set     Dot     Sylvia  
Instead of our usual raffle at the December meeting, we are going to do a gift exchange. Please bring a 
wrapped gift and we will do the exchange at the lunch break. There is no value required, but think of 
something you’d like to receive. We will have the 50/50 raffle, though, so you could be the lucky winner! 
The big winner of the yearly raffle, the painting by Mollie McKay, was Janine!!! Congratulations!  
Next year’s big raffle is planned already with a wooden lamp and table to be painted by Mary Jane and 
Wendy.  
Thank you all for everything that you do to help the club.  
 

Wendy Cornman, Ways and Means Chair,  winburt61@yahoo.com 
 

Ways and Means 

From Carol: Designer/painter Chris Haughey recommends using chalk paint if 
you are unable to get the white-white that you want with acrylics.  

From Fran: When lettering or doing extensive liner work with 
thinned paint, use the egg crate paint holders, that way you can 

really mix the paint and water and the thinned consistency will last a lot longer. 
They also work well when doing the dot mandalas. 

From Dot: When a teacher says to bring “regular painting supplies,” they mean that 
they expect you to have a variety of styles and sizes of brushes (they should specify if there are 
certain ones that you must have for that project,) paper towels, palette paper, tracing paper, trans-
fer paper– Saral or other non-waxy transfer paper, stylus, two water containers, painter’s tape, a 
pencil, and a kneaded eraser. You might want other helpful items such as a clear ruler or T-square, 
sea sponge, and hair dryer. If you don’t have a wheeled cart, you may want to mention to someone 
what a great idea that would be for a Christmas or birthday gift!  

From Dot: Be sure to lightly rub a paper towel over new Saral or transfer paper so it isn’t TOO dark. 



Service 

Our annual basket luncheon, "Autumn Blessings" was held November 2, 2025 
at Lake Arthur Golf Club.  We had over 80 guests, including Kathy Schweikart, 
whom we have missed. It was great to see her out and about with her dear 
husband. Everyone seemed to have a great time, and we received many com-
pliments on the venue, the food, the decorations, and the prizes. You went all 

out on your creativity with 30 basket themes that all included painted items. A large number of toys 
were donated for VOICe, so it was a successful day all around. Thank you to all who shared their 
time and talents to make this event a success.  

If you weren't there, you should try to come next year! 

Karen Schnelle & Marie Uncapher, Co-chairmen 
karentheseamstress@gamil.com, mayunc1@aol.com 

Here is the list of birthdays for November and December 

NOV: Katryna McClain – 21st, Rhonda Gillespie – 30th 

DEC: Billie Jo Schrecengost – 2nd, Carol Sexton – 18th, Bryson Kennedy – 21st 

A “Thinking of you card sent to our friend, Jean Russ.  

Just a reminder that if you would like a card sent to one of our members, please let me know.  And please 
check that the membership list has your correct email and address.   

Marilou Grace, Corresponding Secretary, jrmom@zoominternet.net 

Basket Luncheon  

Thank you, thank you, thank you! You all once again filled my car with donations 
for the kids from VOICe. This incredible organization makes sure that each and 
every child in protective care gets at least one toy at Christmas. Your generosity is 
heartwarming. Special thanks to whomever gave a Target gift card, too. 
 
VOICe is in dire need of slippers at this time. If you would like to donate, please 
bring them to the December meeting, and I will get them delivered. They can be 
any size or style from infant to adults.  
 
Blessings 

Carol Sexton casexton@zoominternet.net 

Cheer! 

On a sad note, we have lost two members of our painting family. 

One of the founders of our club, Jean Hunter, passed away, but 

we just found out, having lost touch with her after she moved out of 

the area. Margaret McGee, a long time active member, passed 

away last month. We thank them for all they have done to enhance 

our club with the love of painting, and we wish them eternal peace.  

Jean Margaret Sad news 



Check out our web site at www.townandcountrydecorativepainters.com  

Happy painting, everyone! If you haven’t been painting lately, then where have you been? We had 
two great classes with Carrie and Fran at the last meeting, had an amazing retreat weekend with 
our friends from Golden Triangle Decorative Painters, and had the Basket Luncheon that needed 
painted items in our baskets. They gave us lots of opportunities to learn to paint better, to practice 
what we do know, and to share our knowledge with others. And now– we paint for Christmas!  
I really feel a need to share my thoughts on something that most of you don’t even give a lot of 
thought to. But since I do the newsletter and the retreat booklets, I’m going to tell you about it—
taking photos of your artwork. I really don’t care if you’re taking these with your phone or your fancy 
DSLR. Lighting is critical. Optimal lighting is natural light, so you can take your piece outside– but 
not in the sun! If the sun, or any light, is shining on your photo, you’ll get glare. You can set a towel 
or blanket down on a flat surface, like your porch, sidewalk, or driveway. If you can, take it from 
above– without putting your shadow over it. If you can’t you can lean it against something and take 
it with the camera lens at the same level as the painting. Don’t look down at an angle at it. It will 
distort the image that you want. Just like the problems in life– face it head on! If it’s a framed paint-
ing on the wall, well, it’s tougher. The glass will reflect any light in the room, whether a window or 
lamp. If possible, remove the glass to take the photo. If you can’t, then be careful about reflected 
light. Make sure you, or the furniture behind you, can’t been seen in the reflection. Inside photos– 
just be sure that you don’t have an overhead light on it getting reflected or causing glare. Take it in 
the daylight.  
 
One more important piece of information: Be sure that your viewfinder has more than just the pho-
to. Step back just a little or zoom out. Our phone cameras take pictures with an aspect ratio of 3:4, 
which means if you print it out full size, it will be either 3” x 4”, or 6” x 8” or 9” x 12”. When you get 
prints from the store, they are printed at 4x6 or 5x7. So some of your photo is going to get cut off! 
You can control it when you order or before you upload it, but you have to allow for part of your pic-
ture to be eliminated. If you have stepped back, you now have the background blanket or wall to be 
chopped off, not the edge of your project.  
 
Thank you to clipart-library.com and creativefabrica.com for the free clip art this month. 
  Stephanie Perne          Dot Hoffman   

  Webmaster      Newsletter Editor 

  stephanieperne@gmail.com           tolebrush@aol.com  

 
News from Your Webmaster  

and Newsletter Editor 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  

Remember to check out our sister club’s, Golden Triangle Decorative Painters, web site at   

http://www.goldentriangledecorativepainters.org/home.html to see the great classes they have com-

ing up. Their newsletter just came out, and several of our members are pictured in it at retreat!  

Hot off the presses: Our 2026 meeting dates are February 1, March 22 

(due to Easter,) June 7, August 2, October 4, and December 6.  



TCDP GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING               DATE: OCTOBER 5, 2025  

HELD AT: American Legion Post 683             CALLED TO ORDER: 11:39 a.m.   ADJOURNED: 12:26 p.m.  

Board Members attending:  Fran Deah, Barb Leffler, Linda Lineman, Wendy Cornman, Carrie Pizer, Dot 

Hoffman, Marilou Grace, Vickie Kennedy, Viki Sherman, Janine Stiffler, Jennifer Calvin, Karen Schnelle and 

Marie Uncapher  

 Quorum: General Membership meeting 1/5 of total members (1/5 of 47 = 10)   QUORUM PRESENT  

2025 ELECTED OFFICERS  

Recording Secretary – Fran Deah  

The minutes from the August 3, 2025 meeting were published in the September newsletter and posted on 

the website.  There were no additions or corrections.  The minutes will be filed.  

 Treasurer – Barb Leffler  

The treasurer report for the period August 2, 2025 thru October 5, 2025 was presented. Income was  

$1,053 and expenses $655.  The report will be filed for audit.  

 President – Linda Lineman  

Linda thanked everyone for coming today and again asked for volunteers to step forward and take over for 

those who have already served multiple terms.  

 Seminar Chair – Stephanie Perne  

Stephanie has contacted Yelena Lamm (oil) and David Bailey (watercolor).  

 First Vice-President and Program Chair – Wendy Cornman  

Wendy thanked Carrie and Fran for teaching today.  Our next meeting is the December MITI meeting and 

so far, she has Janine Stiffler, Charlette Stiffler, Stephanie Perne, Wendy Cornman, Carrie Pizer and Fran 

Deah.  If you would like to teach a Make It Take It, please contact Wendy.  It was decided that we should go 

back to the old way for the MITI program with projects in the morning/meeting/catered luncheon/projects in 

the afternoon.  

 Second Vice-President and Membership Chair – Carrie Pizer  

We had 25 people come to club today.  Wendy worked on the pamphlet for our club, and it is now ready to 

be printed.  Dues payment for 2026 will begin to be accepted at the December meeting.  

 Newsletter – Dot Hoffman  

Dot would like all reports to her by October 20th.  She is looking for painting tips to include in the newslet-

ter.  If you have any tips that work for you, please drop her an email or message with your painting tip.  

 Ways and means – Wendy Cornman  

Wendy was thankful for all who donated and participated in today’s raffle. In December, instead of our nor-

mal raffle, we will have an exchange of gifts again. If you bring a wrapped gift, you will get a number and 

when your number is called you may choose a gift.  However, we will have a 50/50, so still bring money!  

 Corresponding Secretary – Marilou Grace  

Marilou asked everyone to make sure their information is correct on the new roster.  Longtime member, 

Jean Russ has cancer.  It was discovered that Jean Hunter, a founding member had passed away.  October 

birthdays will be posted in the newsletter.  

  



2025 APPOINTED OFFICERS  

 Hospitality – Vickie Kennedy  

Vickie said there are lots of goodies for us in the kitchen today with our baked potato lunch.  The December 

luncheon will be Ham Loaf, Lasagna, broccoli/cauliflower, and tossed salad/roll. You must RSVP to Vickie 

before November 21 if you are planning on attending.  She will still need morning snacks to hold us 

over till lunch!  

 Webmaster – Stephanie Perne  

Viki said the points sheet on the website needs to be updated to reflect the change to 50c per point.  A mo-

tion was made by Dot Hoffman to increase the total point monetary value from $40 to $60.  Stephanie 

Perne seconded the motion and the motion passed by majority vote.  

 Service Chair – Carol Sexton  

Carol reminded all those who are planning on coming to the basket luncheon to remember a unwrapped toy 

for a VOICe child. Each toy donated will merit the donator to a ticket for a special raffle.   

 Point System Chair – Viki Sherman  

The point sheet will need to be changed to reflect the increase in point value and monetary cap.  

 Nominations Chair (non-voting) – Janine Stiffler  

Linda, Fran, and Barb have been in their current positions since 2021, Wendy is currently holding 3 positions, 

and Dot has been newsletter chair since 2018.  SLATE OF OFFICERS: President (none), Recording Sec-

retary (none), Program – (none), Membership – Carrie Pizer, Seminar – Stephanie Perne, Treasurer – 

Barb Leffler, Ways and Means – Wendy Cornman, Newsletter – Dot Hoffman, Corresponding Secre-

tary – Marilou Grace.  

 Retreat 2026 Co-Chairs – Wendy Cornman and Janine Stiffler  

The retreat committee will be voting today for the projects to be taught at retreat.  Dot had 15 teach-

ers submit projects.  Forty-four projects were submitted in total with half being 4-hour projects and half being 

6-hour projects.  

 Retreat Co-Treasurers – Fran Deah and Jennifer Calvin  

The 2025 retreat records were returned from audit by Marilou Grace and Fran passed them onto Barb Leffler 

for her audit.  When the books are returned, they will then be filed.  

 Basket Luncheon Co-Chairs – Karen Schnelle and Marie Uncapher “Autumn Blessings”  

Karen reported that only 30 tickets have been purchased at this time. We sold 57 tickets last year. Karen 

does have 24 baskets promised. She has 3 centerpieces and 1 pack of favors still out.  Set up committee can 

get in at 9:00 and the doors will open to guests at 11:00.   

 New Business:  Carrie Pizer is proposing a “Travel to Paint” Group… whereby she will put out information in 

a group email about painting venues. People can respond if they are interested and carpooling/plans can 

then be discussed.  

 The paints and patterns on the back table donated by Carol Fair. Please take some home with you.  

 Respectfully submitted by Fran Deah, Recording Secretary  

  


