
May Newsletter 
Our next meeting is scheduled for  

June 1, 2025 

Doors open at 9:30 AM and painting begins at 10:00 AM.  

American Legion Post 683, 754 N.Pike Road (Rt 356), Cabot, PA 

Thank you to Carrie Pizer, Marilou Grace, and Vickie (me) for the main dishes at our last meeting, 
and thanks to everyone who brought something to share.   
 
For the June 1 meeting, Carol Sexton will bring hot dogs and buns, and Barb Leffler will bring hot 
dogs with sauerkraut. I will bring the condiments. To add to our offerings, all members are asked to 
bring a dish from the following categories, based on the first letter of your last name. If you prefer to 
bring something from another category, you are welcome to do so. We have serving utensils, so you 
don’t need to bring your own.  
 
Members to bring the following: 
 

A-L: Morning snacks 
M-R: Sides-- salads, veggies, fruit 
S-Z: Desserts and baked goods 

 

Vickie Kennedy, Hospitality Chair, 724-831-8624, vickie.ann.kennedy@gmail.com  

Hospitality 



From the Desk of the President 
Since I have not been on my game (due to surgery,) I am really looking forward 

to our Retreat! I am teaching Magnolias & my magnolia tree is loaded with buds, 

and I keep taking pictures of it.  

I hope you get the Painting World magazine because our own Janine Stiffler has 

a beautiful colored pencil project in it! Congratulations Janine!  

Hope to see you soon “Let The Games Begin”. 

Your President, Linda Lineman 814-671-6502     
lpmchina@gmail.com 
 

Program 
Rooster Welcome 
Taught by Janine Stiffler 
Acrylic on textured surface;10”x10” panel 
Cost: $12 for members, $14 for guests 
Supplies: regular painting supplies and  
a 1” flat brush, a 1/2” flat, #5 round, de-
tail/liner, and a stencil brush.  

His Sparrow 
Taught by Cindy Lamb/Wendy Cornman 
Pen & Ink on music sheet 
Cost: $15 for members, $17 for guests 
includes a Micron pen (you can bring 
others if you wish) 
Supplies: regular painting supplies in-
cluding tape , and a shader, 1/2-1” flat 
brush, round, detail/liner, red pen or pen-
cil, transfer paper, and a stencil brush.  

Thanks so much to Dot Hoffman for teaching a beautiful beginner project, Daisy & Bee, at the last 

meeting. We had 18 people signed up to paint! The June 1 meeting will have Janine Stiffler and 

Cindy Lamb/Wendy Cornman teaching beginner projects. What a great opportunity to try a new 

technique! The deadline to register is May 16, which means your check needs to be to Wendy 

at that time. We need to give teachers enough time to prepare for the number of students in the 

classes. Remember to make checks out to TCDP, not to Deb or Wendy!  

As always, you may choose to bring other brushes and supplies, such as other size Micron pens, if 

you have them.  

Our August 3 meeting will see Linda Lineman teaching us a beautiful porcelain plate. You won’t 

want to miss that! She’ll have a sample at the June meeting.  

Carrie and Fran will be teaching in October. We look forward to those classes, too. So many oppor-

tunities to learn.  

Deb Laney, prairiestar22@comcast.net, Wendy Cornman, winburt61@yahoo.com 

mailto:lpmchina@gmail.com


Membership 
I am happy to report that we have a total of 44 members. We had 20 mem-
bers and 5 guests at the March 30 meeting. We were happy to welcome Bil-
lie Schrecengost, Kali Schrecengost, Renee Eichenlaub, Carole Miller, and 
Irene Spisak! We hope they enjoyed their day and will join us again. Per our 
by-laws, guests are allowed to attend one meeting per year. You must join 
the club on your second visit. Dues is only $15.  

Carrie Pizer, Membership Chair 

carrieann_pizer@yahoo.com 

Check out our web site at www.townandcountrydecorativepainters.com  

Retreat 

let the games 
begin! 

april 30-may 4 
Can you believe it is time for our retreat already? The commit-
tees have been hard at work so you can come and have fun. We hope you have signed up for 
lots of great classes. Some teachers will have extra projects, so check with Fran to see if you 
can squeeze in one more opportunity to learn from great teachers.  

Saturday evening will be fun, games, treats, and, of course, painting opportunities with Make-It 
Take-Its. You won’t want to miss it. Have you made your contest entry for Recycle, Repurpose, 
Reuse yet? We know you will come up with something creative. The prizes are well worth your 
effort! 

Next year’s retreat will be April 22-26. Work has already begun on it! 

Happy Painting and see you soon!  

Barb Leffler and Carol Sexton, Co-Chairs 

bleffler18@gmail.com, casexton@zoominternet.net  

Points 
Don’t forget to use your points earned last year toward the cost of one of the upcoming classes.  
You can find point sheets for this year on our website at 

www.townandcountrydecorativepainters.com . 

Remember to check out our sister club’s, Golden Triangle Decorative Painters, web site at   

http://www.goldentriangledecorativepainters.org/home.html to see the great classes they have com-

ing up, including a fall retreat on October 23-26 at Crestfield. 

http://www.townandcountrydecorativepainters.com
mailto:bleffler18@gmail.com
mailto:casexton@zoominternet.net
http://www.townandcountrydecorativepainters.com


Painting tips 

Thank you, thank you to everyone who donated prizes for the raffle and 
to those who participated in any way with the raffle and the 50/50. Big 
winner on the 50/50 was Lori! Our donations and winners are listed be-
low.  
 
Item     Donated by     Won by  
3 special brushes, compass Linda, Wendy    Fran 
Garden Sampler   Viki      Charlette 
Flower tin, wood bucket  various members    Stephanie 
Wood framed mirror/pattern various members    Karen Y 
Bee plaque, bird house  various members    Wanda 
Bunny napkin decoupage set Wanda, Wendy    Wanda 
Acrylic sign paste, palette knife Deb      Billie 
Spring Painting   Cindy      Billie 
Wine plaque    Fran      Carrie 
Hummingbird box   painted by Mollie, donated by Dot  Billie 
 
The theme for the next meeting is early summer. We’ll accept donations from when you are doing 
your spring cleaning, if you want to get rid of some unwanted surfaces and supplies!  
Tickets for the large raffle drawing will be available in June. It is a beautiful 20x24 matted and 
framed painting by our friend, the late Mollie McKay and was donated by Fran (see photo above.) 
Next year’s big raffle is planed already with a wooden lamp and table to be painted by Mary Jane 
and Wendy.  
 
Thank you all for everything that you do to help the club.  
 

Wendy Cornman, Ways and Means Chair,  winburt61@yahoo.com 

Ways and Means 

I always use a wet palette when painting with acrylics. A wet palette can be as simple as a small 

tray with a damp synthetic chamois in the bottom and a piece of deli paper (shiny side up) on top of 

it. I use one that I bought which has a lid so I can seal it. My paints stay moist while I am painting 

and  for days later when I get back at it! ...Karen S 

A new feature of our newsletter will be some 

painting tips to help both new and seasoned 

painters stay organized, take better care of 

their materials, and become better painters. 

We hope you learn something and also take 

some time to share your own practices.  

Painting tip by way of Carol Hoffman– Before painting, always soak your brushes in the medium 
you will be using.  



Service 

Our annual basket luncheon will be held on Sunday, November 2, 2025 
at Lake Arthur Golf Club in Butler, PA. Our theme this year is "Autumn 
Blessings". Tickets will be available at the June meeting, and we will be 
distributing painting surfaces for centerpieces and favors for members to 

paint then, too. Our basket luncheon is our largest fundraiser, and we 
hope you will be part of its success. We already have some baskets 

promised, but would like as many as possible. Please consider doing a 
basket with a friend if you are a new member. We would like each basket to have at least 3 hand-

painted items or two painted and one handcrafted item, such as something you have quilted or 
crafted. The theme is up to your imagination! If you have any questions, please let us know.  

Karen Schnelle & Marie Uncapher, Co-chairmen 

karentheseamstress@gamil.com, mayunc1@aol.com 

      Upcoming Birthdays 
   May*     June 
Karen Yetter   May 15  Karen Yenick  June 1 
Stephanie Perne  May 18  Cindy Lamb  June 7 
Karen Schnelle  May 20  Janine Stiffler June 28 
       Wendy Cornman June 29 
 
Get well wishes have gone out to Linda Lineman, Carol Fair, and Elaine Walker. Please keep Kathy 
Schweikart in your prayers, too, as she continues to recover.  
Just a reminder that if you would like a card sent to one of our members, please let me know.    

Marilou Grace, jrmom@zoominternet.net 

Corresponding Secretary 

*Editor’s Note: I got ahead of myself in posting birthdays, so May is repeating from last newsletter. 
They all should have doubly good birthdays!  

Basket Luncheon  

Thank you everyone that painted or will be painting the bags for VOICe. I will collect the painted 
bags at the June meeting. Also, I will have the remainder of the bags with me at the retreat should 
anyone need one to paint. 

I will let everyone know when the items I have collected get delivered to their new location.  

Happy Painting! 

Carol Sexton casexton@zoominternet.net 

Cheer! 

mailto:casexton@zoominternet.net


Congratulations to Janine Stiffler on being in the April/May edition of Painting World magazine, joining our 
president Linda Lineman as being featured in that publication.  

One of the most important things a painter uses is a good brush. Thank you to a new member who asked 
about brushes. In addition to the wide variety of brushes, there are many levels of brushes that you can 
purchase. You can get a #4 filbert for anywhere from $3 to about $12. Yes, it matters most of the time, es-
pecially if you want to keep your brushes for some time instead of replacing them often. Notice I said 
“filbert” brush. Since some of our newer painters asked about brushes, I’ll try to explain some of them and 
what they can be used for, which mediums, and which you really need.  

I have taken this photo from The Brush Guys web site. I believe they 
are going out of business, and most of the brushes were out of stock 
when I looked, but this photo shows a wide variety of brushes. The 
ones near the #1 are angle brushes, used for shading and highlight-
ing. #2 shows you wash brushes, which are used for painting larger 
areas or for wetting your paper in watercolor. Both #3 and #4 show 
you various round brushes. She how #4 looks “fatter?” It would be 
best for watercolor because it would hold a lot of water. The flat 
brushes are #5 and are used for shading, base coating, and other 
purposes. The filberts, my favorite, are #6. You can basecoat, shade, 
highlight, make straight lines, petals, and they make painting curved 
things easier. The fan brush, #7, is for trees and landscapes. Look at 
#8. These are your liners– so important to have good liners. The ones 
with the shorter hairs are often called detail brushes. The ones with 
the longer hairs, again, my favorites, hold a lot more paint and you 
can make nice long strokes and squiggles with them. I could use a 
new liner. The smaller the number, the narrower it is. They go from 
about a 20/0 (called twenty aught) to at least a 6. These are all short 
handled brushes, not the long handled ones often used in painting 

canvases. There are also specialty brushes, like a rake brush used for painting Santa’s beard, or a rigger 
which can be used for painting grasses and vines, or a deerfoot for fur and bushes, or a dagger for ribbon.  

The best way to learn about the use of brushes is by taking classes from a variety of people. We have two 
great classes coming up in June– so different from each other, but using some of the same brushes be-
cause they are both acrylic, plus you’ll learn about different permanent pens are available. I would add 
NEVER use your oil brushes and acrylic brushes interchangeably, although you could with the water solu-
able oils. (I don’t, they aren’t really the same.) You should always keep your watercolor brushes separate, 
too. As I explained in #4 above, they are different from acrylic rounds. You CAN use those marked #3, but 
most of us have a set just for watercolors. For the upcoming the china painting class in August, you could 
use your acrylic brushes.  

To anyone who took my (Dot’s) class in March, if you would like to purchase a little screwdriver that is just 
the right size for all of those little screws on the box, let me know. Only $1. I missed a couple of you.  

Thank you to clipart-library.com and creativefabrica.com for the free clip art this month. 
 
 Stephanie Perne          Dot Hoffman   

 Webmaster      Newsletter Editor 

 stephanieperne@gmail.com                 tolebrush@aol.com  

 
News from Your  

Webmaster  
and Newsletter  

Editor 
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TCDP GENERAL MEETING                               DATE: MARCH 30, 2025  

  

Held At: American Legion Post in Cabot, Pa  

Called to Order: 11:53 a.m         Adjourned: 12:18 p.m.  

  

Board Members attending:  Fran Deah, Barb Leffler, Wendy Cornman, Stephanie Perne, Carrie Pizer, Dot 
Hoffman, Marilou Grace, Vickie Kennedy, Carol Sexton, Janine Stiffler, Viki Sherman, Marie Uncapher  

  

Quorum: General Membership Meeting:  1/5 of total members-(38/5=8) = Quorum Present  

  

2025 Elected Officers  

  

Recording Secretary – Fran Deah  

The minutes from the February 2, 2025 meeting were published in the newsletter and posted on our 
webpage. There were no corrections or additions. The minutes were filed.  

  

Treasurer – Barb Leffler  

Barb passed out copies of the current treasurer’s report.  Our income since last meeting was $255 for mem-
bership and $124 for Ways and Means for a total income of $379.  Expenses for the same period were Hall 
Rental $210, Insurance premium $250, and Membership $36.04 for a total expense of $496.04.  

  

President – Linda Lineman is recovering from knee replacement surgery, so Wendy Cornman chaired the 
meeting.  

  

Seminar Chair – Stephanie Perne  

Stephanie had no report  

  

First Vice-President and Program Chair – Debra Laney  

Debra was unable to make the meeting, but Wendy thanked Dot Hoffman for teaching today. She had 18 
students.  June’s meeting will feature Janine Stiffler teaching a Rooster and Cindy Lamb teaching a bird in 
Pen and Ink (both samples are displayed on the back table. In August, Linda Lineman will be teaching a 
plate that will then have to be fired and returned to the students at the October meeting.  October will be 
Fran Deah and Carrie Pizer.   At the present time the only volunteers to teach a Make-it-Take-It at the De-
cember meeting are Carrie and Wendy.  We will also have to decide if we are going to follow last year’s two 
sessions in the morning followed by meeting and then our Luncheon or to go back to the way it was before 
with an A.M. class /meeting/Luncheon/P.M. class. This will be decided at a later date. December Luncheon 
is paid for by the club.  Wendy reminded all present to remember to always make checks out to 
T.C.D.P.  and mail them to Deb Laney.  You are not registered until Deb has your registration. There is al-
ways a deadline to have registrations in so that the teachers can have all the supplies needed.  

  

Second Vice-President and Membership Chair – Carrie Pizer  

Carrie reported that we have 20 members here today and 5 guests (Billy, Kayla, Renee, Carole and Ire-
ne).   If anyone needs a new membership list, please email Carrie and she will send you one.  She will also 
bring some updated ones to the June meeting.  

  

 
 



Newsletter – Dot Hoffman  

Dot will need everyone’s report by April 20th, so that she can get May’s newsletter out in a timely fashion.  

 
Ways and Means – Wendy Cornman  

Wendy will have the tickets for the large raffle item (Amish picture painted by Mollie McKay) ready for the 
June meeting.  She would like all the tickets returned by the October meeting.  We will also have tickets avail-
able at the November Basket Luncheon. Wendy thanked all who donated to today’s drawings.  She has re-
ceived many donations and tries to pair surfaces with patterns…Wendy reminded everyone to keep track of 
their points for any donations.  Next meetings theme, anything Summer.  Magazines in the back are free and 
Wendy would like everyone to take 5 home, peruse them, and bring back any they don’t want.  

  

Corresponding Secretary – Marilou Grace  

Marilou sent out birthday cards to Mary Ann Dunbar, Mary Jane Griffith and Sandy Cavalier.  A get-well card 
was sent to Debra Laney and Thinking of You cards were sent to Donna Michael and Marie Uncapher.  

  

2025 Appointed Officers  

Hospitality – Vickie Kennedy  

Vickie thanked the volunteers for the spaghetti casserole, shephard’s pie casserole and the chicken pen-
ne.  June’s meeting will be a picnic lunch with hot dogs and sauerkraut. Barb Leffler and Carol Sexton will 
both bring hot dogs.  

  

Service – Carol Sexton  

Carol asked that all bags be returned by/at the June meeting.  She will bring bags to the retreat in case some-
one wants to paint them there.  

  

Point System Chair – Viki Sherman  

Viki volunteered for the point system chair at the February meeting and was confirmed at the March Board 
meeting.    

  

Retreat Co-Chairs- Barb Leffler and Carol Sexton  

Barb reminded everyone about our Recycle, Reuse, Repurpose Contest and can’t wait to see what we come 
up with.  She is excited about our MITI’s on Saturday evening and our “Game Night”  It’s going to be a lot of 
Fun”  

  

Basket Luncheon Co Chairs – Karen Schnelle and Marie Uncapher  

“Autumn Blessings” is the theme.  This year it will be held at the Lake Arthur Golf Club on Sunday, November 
2, 2025.  Painting surfaces for centerpieces and favors will be distributed at the June meeting.  Tickets will 
also be ready then.  There is a sign-up sheet for baskets.  If you know your basket theme, please include 
it.  We would like to have a variety of baskets.  It was decided at the last board meeting that baskets must 
include either at least 3 hand painted items OR at least 2 hand painted items and one other fine-art project 
(Ex. Quilting, pottery, needlework).  We will again be collecting toys for VOICe.  

  

New Business:  Golden Triangle’s “Into the Mystic” retreat at Crestfleld is October 24 – 27, 2025, mark your 
calendars.  

 Respectfully submitted by Fran Deah, Recording Secretary  



Town and Country Decorative Painters 

June 1, 2025 Meeting at The American Legion, Rt. 356, Cabot 

Deadline to register is May 16!!! 

Our June 1 meeting will feature two classes for your painting enjoyment. Janine 
Stiffler will be teaching a beginner acrylic class on a textured background and Cindy 
Lamb with Wendy Cornman will be teaching a Pen & Ink project on a music sheet. 
Registrations are limited to the number of surfaces available, so sign up early to re-
serve your project. Remember you are not registered for class until Wendy Cornman 
has received your registration and payment. Be sure she has it by May 16. Please 
make checks out to TCDP, not to Wendy.  

Name _____________________________________________________________________  

Address____________________________________________________________________  

Phone _________________________Email_______________________________________  

Please register me for:    _____ “Rooster Welcome” taught by Janine Stiffler 

             Cost: $12.00 for members, $14 for non-members  

    _____ “His Sparrow” taught by Cindy Lamb & Wendy Cornman 

     Cost: $15 for members, $17 for non-members 

Check number ________    or I am using my points certificate. _____   

Please make checks payable to TCDP. 

Mail to: Wendy Cornman, 264 Culberstown Road, New Bethlehem, PA  16242 by May 16, 2025. 

Rooster Welcome 
Taught by Janine Stiffler 
Acrylic on textured surface;10”x10” panel 
Cost: $12 for members, $14 for guests 
Supplies: regular painting supplies and  
a 1” flat brush, a 1/2” flat, #5 round, de-
tail/liner, and a stencil brush.  

His Sparrow 
Taught by Cindy Lamb/Wendy Cornman 
Pen & Ink on music sheet 
Cost: $15 for members, $17 for guests 
includes a Micron pen (you can bring 
others if you wish) 
Supplies: regular painting supplies in-
cluding tape, and a shader, 1/2-1” flat 
brush, round, detail/liner, red pen or pen-
cil, transfer paper, and a stencil brush.  


