IMawrech Newsletler

Our next meeting is scheduled
for

March 30, 2025

Our April 6 meeting was rescheduled for March 30 so that members could attend the Golden Trian-
gle Decorative Painters’ Basket Luncheon. It will be at the Sunset Room at Fairview, which is in
Bridgeville. For more information, get in touch with Laura Angelo at langelo@icloud.com or check
out their web site at http://www.goldentriangledecorativepainters.org/home.html.

Don’t forget that we have a new meeting place!

The American Legion in Cabot was a wonderful place for our February meeting! We had
plenty of space for our classes, Membership welcome table, Ways & Means, food, Show
and Tell, and just sitting and chatting with our friends. We have the venue booked for the
year and hope to continue meeting there for some time. The Legion was kind enough to let
us put a storage cabinet in the lower level, so we don’t have to cart everything around!

American Legion Post 683

754 North Pike Road (Rt 356,) Cabot, PA 16023.




Fromy the Desk of the Presiderit

| could go on and on about our first meeting of 2025, but don’t worry, | won’t!
We offered a free class so guests could come and meet us and see what we
do and learn that painting is a teachable art. Some club members were paint-
ing bags for our VOICe service project while others helped show our guests
how to paint the darling snowman ornament that Viki Sherman designed for
them.

Now | admit, it was a little “hectic” at first, being as this was the first time we
were meeting at our new location. We were deciding how to set up the class
areas, the show & tell tables, registration & class schedule sign-ups.

| think the American Legion is going to be an awesome place to hold our meetings. There is a lot
of room, good lighting, and a wonderful kitchen- and no steps. If you didn’t make it to the February
meeting just wait until you see it! | think 2025 is going to be an amazing year, just look at how
great the first meeting went!! And to top it off, we have six new members. Welcome!

Your President for one more year, Wanda’s wonderful snowman!
Linda Lineman 814-671-6502 S —
[pmchina@gmail.com X Y

Program

Daisy and Bee

Taught by Dot Hoffman

6" x 4.25” wooden box

Cost: $7

Supplies: regular painting sup-
plies and a #6 filbert brush, a 3/8”
angle brush (or #6 or 8 flat,) and a
liner brush. You may opt to bring
other sizes for your painting com-
fort.

What a great meeting we had in February with so many new painters doing a wonderful job with
Viki’s cute snowman project. Check out some photos from the day throughout the newsletter.
We have some great classes planned for the year, starting with Dot Hoffman teaching at the March
30th meeting. She’ll be teaching a daisy and bee on a wooden box. You only need a few brushes
and your regular painting supplies which are two water containers, paper towels, palette paper (a
waxy coated paper that enhances your blending abilities,) tracing paper, brushes as required, stylus,
transfer paper (Saral,) and a positive attitude.
To sign up for the class, you must return the registration form before March 17, so the teacher has
time to acquire and prep the pieces.
We have upcoming classes of Cindy and Janine for June, Linda in August, Carrie and Fran in Octo-
ber. Projects include acrylics, pen & ink, watercolor, and china painting! We will learn so much!
Thanks for participating and happy painting!

Deb Laney, prairiestar22@comcast.net, Wendy Cornman, winburt61@yahoo.com



mailto:lpmchina@gmail.com

Membership

| am happy to report that we have a total of 38 members. We
had in attendance 19 for the February meeting along with 11
guests. This includes 6 new members from the open house.
What a success! Welcome and thanks to the new members for
joining in on the fun: Wanda Grinder, Katryna McClain, Karen
Yenick, Lori Green, Charlette Stiffler, and Sylvia Willard

The new membership list will be forthcoming.
Carrie Pizer, Membership Chair
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Let the Games Begin! (and the snow end!!!)

After the winter we have had, won't it be wonderful to have a weekend full of painting, games
and fun with some of the nicest people | know? Saturday night Make-It Take-Its followed by a va-
riety of games promises to be a night to remember.

If you are making part of the banquet centerpieces and did not return your bag of goods at the
February meeting, please send me a picture of your pieces so that we can properly accessorize
them. (bleffler18@gmail.com)

If you have not registered yet, now would be a great time to do that! Don’t forget if you are con-
sidering offering a Make-It Take-It for Saturday evening to include that with your registration. Re-
member, you don’t have to teach it, just be there to answer questions and provide the paint and
materials. Have you made your contest entry for Recycle, Repurpose, Reuse? We can’'t wait to
see what you come up with. The prizes are well worth your effort!

Happy Painting!
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Barb Leffler and Carol Sexton, Co-Chairs
bleffler18@gmail.com, casexton@zoominternet.net

Poirils

| had 11 submissions of completed Points sheets. The certificates were handed out at the Febru-
ary meeting for those who had mailed them to me. | mailed the certificates for the ones | received
at the February meeting on Feb. 4. You can find point sheets for this year on our website at
www.townandcountrydecorativepainters.com .

Marilou Grace, Points Chair, jrmom@zoominternet.net
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| want to thank everyone for all of the food at our last meeting. What a feast we had for our guests.

For the March 30 meeting, Carrie will bring Shepard’s pie, Marilou will bring chicken baked penne,
and Vickie is making spaghetti. To add to our offerings, members are asked to bring a dish from the
following categories, based on the first letter of your last name. If you prefer to bring something from
another category, you are welcome to do so.

Members to bring the following:

A-L: Sides-- salads, veggies, fruit
M-R: Desserts and baked goods
S-Z: Morning snack

Vickie Kennedy, Hospitality Chair, 724-831-8624

vickie.ann.kennedy@gmail.com

Ways and TMeans ‘,
2025 large raffle item

Thank you, thank you to everyone who donated prizes for the raffle and to those who participated
in any way with the raffle and the 50/50. Big winner on the 50/50 was Fran! Our donations and
winners are listed below.

ltem Donated by Won by
Brushes/water container Barb Carrie
Pen & Ink bike Wendy Carrie
Rose painting Sandy Carol
Snowman Wendy Stephanie
Wine bottle Charlette Elaine
Wooden case Viki Fran
Brush case/brushes Dot Wendy
Winter scene Fran Dot
Brush/palette paper Barb Linda

| love you Deerly Wendy Ashley
Hyacinth Dot Fran
Seasonal wood pieces Linda Charlette
BOO Plate Special Wendy Linda
Pattern and ornament Janine Carrie

The theme for the next meeting is anything spring. We’ll accept donations from when you are do-
ing your spring cleaning!
Tickets for the large raffle drawing will be available in June. It is a beautiful 20x24 matted and
framed painting by our friend, the late Mollie McKay and was donated by Fran. Being on top of
things as | am, the 2026 large raffle items are planned— a wooden lamp and table to be painted
by Mary Jane!
Thanks for all that you do to help the club.

Wendy Cornman, Ways and Means Chair, winburt61@yahoo.com



Basket Puncheon

Our annual basket luncheon will be held on Sunday, November 2, 2025
at Lake Arthur Golf Club, 255 Isle Rd. Butler, PA. Our theme this year is
"Autumn Blessings". We will be distributing painting surfaces for center-
pieces and favors at the June meeting...thank you in advance for your
help! We already have 13 baskets promised, but we would like to have 25
to 30 in all...you can sign up to donate a basket (or 2) at the March meet-
ing. We will have tickets available at the June meeting

Karen Schnelle & Marie Uncapher, Co-chairmen

(Gfri karentheseamstress@agamil.com, mayunc1@aol.com

The 2025 officers were recognized at the February meeting, President-Linda Lineman; First VP/
program co-chairs- Deb Laney and Carol Sexton; Second VP/Membership— Carrie Pizer; Treasurer-
Barb Leffler; Recording Secretary - Fran Deah; Newsletter-Dot Hoffman; and Ways and Means -
Wendy Cornman. Corresponding Secretary was open due to the resignation of both Donna Michael
and Kathy Schweikart, both of whom will be missed. Kudos to them for all of their work over the
years. Marilou Grace was voted in to take that position, and we thank her for stepping up.

Janine Stiffler, Nominations Chair “ sl (il

Service

Thank you everyone that painted or will be painting the bags for VOICe. | will collect the painted
bags at the June meeting. Also, | will have the remainder of the bags with me at the retreat should
anyone need one to paint.

VOICe is still at this time only accepting cash donations until they finish their new building. | will let
everyone know when the items | have collected get delivered.

Stay Warm

Carol Sexton casexton@zoominternet.net

Upcoming Birthdays

April May
Elaine Walker April 11 Gerry Olinger May 8
Eileen Bogacz April 11 Karen Yetter May 15
Dot Hoffman April 23 Stephanie Perne  May 18

Karen Schnelle May 20

Get well wishes go out to Dave Michael, Donna’s husband, who is recuperating from a bad fall.
Keep Kathy Schweikart in your prayers, too, as she continues to recover.

Just a reminder that if you would like a card sent to one of our members, please email Marilou
Grace.

Marilou Grace, jrmom@zoominternet.net

Corresponding Secretary
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News from Your
Webraster
and Newsletter Cditor

Last month, | talked about Painting World Magazine, which will be offering projects at varying levels. To-
day, I’'m back to talking about online sources.

A friend recently told me that she was trying to learn painting by watching videos on YouTube. That’s a
great resource for learning. You can watch the teacher paint and describe what she is doing and why. She
should also tell you about the supplies, so you can become acquainted with all kinds of brushes, paints,
and surfaces. BUT, it all depends on two things— what you want to learn and who you are learning it from.

My #1 sources of fantastic videos on YouTube will always be Chris Haughey. She explains EVERYTHING
she is doing and why the brush she is using is the best one for this technique. They are free videos and
can be found by going to https://www.youtube.com/channel/lUCqGxwTrR0J2zATsnaY6CAig or by Googling
her YouTube channel. Yes, she does have a company that sells everything she is demonstrating— Cup-
board Distributing at cdwood.com. But you can use your own supplies and achieve the same effects. Also
check out Jillybean on YouTube. Great classes for free!

You can find great wood pieces and other supplies at cdwood or at Pinecraft, www.Pinecraftinc.com. If you
like to support small businesses, check out everything Maureen Baker has at www.maureenbaker.com.
You get personal attention to your order. For the best prices in brushes, check out thebrushguys.com.

Facebook groups Tole Painters Unite! Artfully Connected with Cindy Harrison provide lots of inspiration and
classes. Some classes and demos are free, but many have a fee. The classes can be watched live, and
some offer you the opportunity to watch at a later time. When you find a particular artist you like, | strongly
urge you to sign up for their online classes. If you go through some past newsletters, you’ll see where |
have written about many of my favorite artists. Check out www.artroom2create.com or
www.artfulwebinars.com for more amazing classes.

For the new members, we will once again have a supply of free books, magazines, and pattern packets
available for you at the next meeting. They were all donated by members or former members. Janine
Stiffler brought a bunch and Karen Yenick was kind enough to pass long Ellie Heuer’s stash. You can al-
ways learn something from the projects, even if it isn’t your cup of tea.

The best way to learn is, of course, in person, so | urge you to take classes whenever you can. We have a
beginner acrylic class on March 30 at our meeting (taught by yours truly) and beginner acrylic and pen &
ink classes for June. You won’t want to miss the china painting class in August- really cool technique, and
then watercolor and acrylic for October.

But wait, there’s more! Our painting retreat will be May 1-4, 2025 at Crestfield Center near Slippery Rock.
We have 25 classes in acrylic, watercolor, oil, colored pencil, and more. If you are a new painter, take
those beginner level classes. They are taught at a slower pace, so you’ll do great! Golden Triangle Decora-
tive Painters is hosting a retreat at Crestfield November 13-16 this year. More opportunities for success!

Thank you to clipart-library.com and creativefabrica.com for the free clip art this month, and to Linda and
Dot for the photos from the meeting!

Stephanie Perne Dot Hoffman
Webmaster Newsletter Editor
stephanieperne@gmail.com tolebrush@aol.com

Check out our web site at www.townandcountrydecorativepainters.com
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TCDP MEMBERSHIP MEETING DATE FEBRUARY 2, 2025
Held at American Legion Post 683, 754 North Pike Road (Rt356), Cabot, PA. 16023
Meeting called to order at 11:41 a.m. Adjourned at: 12:11 p.m.
Board Members attending: Fran Deah, Barb Leffler, Linda Lineman, Stephanie Perne, Carol Sex-
ton, Carrie Pizer, Dot Hoffman, Wendy Cornman, Marilou Grace, Vickie Kennedy, and Janine
Stiffler
Quorum: Membership meeting 1/5 of total members = Quorum Present

2025 Elected Officers
Recording Secretary — Fran Deah
The minutes from the December Membership meeting were published in the newsletter which was
online. There were no corrections or additions. The minutes will be filed.

Treasurer — Barb Leffler

The January 1,2025 thru February 1, 2025 report did not have any income and the only expenses
were today’s rent for the hall of $210 and the payment for the website $57.14 for a total expense of
$267.14. Although Barb included the budget figures page in the report, the board will address
those at the next board meeting. The American Legion graciously allowed us to keep our supply
cabinet in the basement and will not charge us a storage fee. That made Vickie and Wendy very
happy in that they will not have to store and bring luncheon supplies and the two coffee urns and
all the plastic table coverings each time we meet.

The report will be filed for audit

President — Linda Lineman

Linda thanked Barb for creating the flyer and getting it out to the membership to post on their social
media. We had a great response to our offer of a free paint class;18 people signed up to come to-
day for our open house. Linda welcomed them all. Some were unable to make it, but 11 did and
learned the steps to painting a snowman ornament. Linda shared some sad news in that long time
members Donna Michael and Kathy Schweikart will not be renewing their memberships for medi-
cal reasons but promise to return in the future if possible. They will be missed by all!

Seminar Chair — Stephanie Perne
Llinda will assist Stephanie in reaching out to some teachers for a seminar.

First Vice-President and Program Chair — Debra Laney
Wendy reported for Deb Laney that she has Dot Hoffman signed up for the March/April meeting.
She thanked all the painters who painted or took bags to paint for VOICe.

Second Vice-President and Membership Chair — Carrie Pizer
Carrie reported that we have 19 members and 11 guests here today. Membership cards are ready
for those who have paid their dues.

Newsletter — Dot Hoffman

Dot expects all committee chairpersons to have their reports to her by the 20" so that she can
have the newsletter out on time. Her “News from the Webmaster” notes contain lots of great infor-
mation.

Ways and Means — Wendy Cornman

Our March/April meeting will feature “Spring” projects or what ever you would like to donate. She
plans to have tickets for our yearly drawing ready by the next meeting. The prize is a beautiful wa-
tercolor by Molly McKay. Mary Jane Giriffith found a small drop leaf table that will go with the Lamp
donated by Marcie Miller for our raffle in 2026. Mary Jane has volunteered to paint the table and
Wendy will paint the lamp.



Corresponding Secretary — Marilou Grace
Marilou has volunteered to chair this office. If anyone knows of someone who needs a card, please
let her know. Cindy Lamb thanked everyone for the cards she received!

Appointed Officers
Parliamentarian — Dot Hoffman
Dot brought our By-Laws up to date and has copies for anyone who wants one. The by-laws are
also online. Linda has made up a “Welcome Folder” for new members. Each folder contains a few
art supplies and a copy of our Bylaws.

Hospitality Chair — Vickie Kennedy

Vickie thanked our wonderful soup providers, Carrie Pizer, Linda Lineman, Wendy Cornman and
herself, also anyone who brought something to share today. Our March/April meeting will have
casseroles and Carrie Pizer and Marilou Grace have volunteered to bring them.

Service Chair — Carol Sexton
The bags and patterns are on the tables and can be painted here or taken home to paint. VOICe is
still in transition. Any bags taken should be returned by the June meeting.

Point System Chair — Marilou Grace

Point system forms are on the registration table. Forms from last year are due today. Points are
good for 2 years and can be used for meeting classes or retreat. Each point is worth 25c. Marilou
explained the point form and noted that holding an office is worth a lot of points.

Nominations Chair — Janine Stiffler

Janine thanked all the officers for the work they do to keep our club running. Linda Lineman for
leading us with encouraging words, Debra Laney for providing us with projects to create, Carrie
Pizer for helping us increase our membership. Fran Deah for keeping us informed of our club histo-
ry. Barb Leffler for keeping our finances in order. Dot Hoffman for providing us with club news.
Wendy Cornman for making our meetings exciting and Marilou Grace for taking over the corre-
sponding secretary position and providing a lift when one of us needs it.

Retreat Co Chairs — Barb Leffler and Carol Sexton
Plans are well under way. Wendy has fun games for Saturday night, Dot has extra booklets, and
don’t forget the recycle/repurpose contest art show, Carol has some great prizes.

Basket Luncheon Co-Chairs — Karen Schnelle and Marie Uncapher

Karen and Marie have the Lake Arthur Golf Club scheduled for Sunday, November 2™. They will
have centerpieces that need painting at the June Meeting. They desperately need painted door
prizes (everyone gets one). There is a sign-up sheet on the registration table for basket donations.
New Business: Wendy and Karen have free books on the back table. Feel free to take them.

New Business: Carrie Pizer has a flyer with information of the Vandergrift “Galentine Crawl on
Saturday, February 8" — there are 26 businesses participating with lots of goodies and activities.

Respectfully submitted by Fran Deah, Recording Secretary



Town and Country Decorative Painters
March 30, 2025 Meeting at The American Legion, Rt. 356, Cabot

Deadline to register is March 17!!!

Our March 30 meeting will feature Dot teaching a beginner acrylic class, Daisy and
Bee. Registrations are limited to the number of
surfaces available, so sign up early to reserve your project. Remember you are not
registered for class until Deb Laney has received your registration and payment.

Daisy and Bee

Taught by Dot Hoffman

6” x 4.25” wooden box

Cost: $7 for members, $9 for
non-members

Supplies: regular painting sup-
plies and a #6 filbert brush, a
3/8” angle brush (or #6 or 8
flat,) and a liner brush. You
may opt to bring other sizes for
your painting comfort.

Name
Address
Phone Email
Please registerme for: _ “Daisy and Bee” taught by Dot Hoffman
Cost: $7.00 for members, $9 for non-members
Check number or | am using my points certificate.

Mail to: Debra Laney PO Box 258, 40 Log House Road, Black Lick, PA 15716 by March 17, 2025.



