
July Newsletter 
Our next meeting is scheduled for  

August 3, 2025 

Doors open at 9:30 AM and painting begins at 10:00 AM.  

American Legion Post 683, 754 N.Pike Road (Rt 356), Cabot, PA 

I want to thank everyone for the yummy food in June. We are having Ham BBQ made by Fran, 

Pulled Pork made by Stephanie, and Carrie and Wendy are bringing buns. Members can you please 

bring the following: 

   A-L Desserts-- cookies, jello, pastries 

   M-R Morning snacks--- donuts, breakfast rolls 

   S-Z Sides- macaroni salad, pasta salad. fruit, slaw, vegetable salads 

 

Drinks that will be provided are water, iced tea, and lemonade. 

 

Vickie Kennedy, Hospitality Chair, 724-831-8624, vickie.ann.kennedy@gmail.com  

 

Hospitality 



From the Desk of the President 
Art is a teachable subject. There is no right order to start painting! You can start with 
whatever paint you want. Follow your heart.  Love, excitement and curiosity are how 
you create an art piece. Each painting medium is fun & has its own charm. You may 
want to try them all.  
When starting out use lots of paint. Don’t be nervous or stiff. Give yourself 
permission to paint the worst paintings possible!!!!!!!!!! Then you will get bet-
ter & better. Have FUN 
The best tips for learning how to paint are: 

Start with the art medium that you like 
Buy the best quality supplies you can afford. You don’t need to buy pro-level just 

not the cheapest.  
Learn to see shapes 
Learn the basics of composition 
Start with a limited color palette 
Learn the basics of color theory 
Learn to see values 
Learn the basic painting process 
Stay playful!! 
Just keep showing up & trying 

I found this info on “Irene Duma Teaches Art painting for beginners” website: 
irenedumateachesart.com  
Bring your art examples to club to share.  Your friend & President, Linda Lineman 814-671-6502     

Program 
Finding Spring 
Taught by Linda Lineman 
9” Porcelain plate 
Cost: $24 for members, $26 for 
guests 
All supplies are provided, although 
you can bring paper towels and a  
water container. 
Note: Linda will take the plates back 
to her studio to fire them in her kiln. 
She will return them to you at the  
October 5 meeting.  

Thanks so much to Janine Stiffler for teaching us that fantastic rooster and to Wendy Cornman for teaching 

the Pen & Ink sparrow with acrylic wash, with help from Cindy Lamb. It was great working with different tech-

niques, wasn’t it? Our next meeting will have Linda Lineman teaching another plate in her seasons series, 

“Finding Spring.” If you haven’t done this type of china painting before, you HAVE to give it a try. ANYONE 

can do this project. The deadline to register is July 15, which means your check needs to be to Wendy 

at that time. We need to give Linda enough time to prepare for the number of students in the classes. Re-

member to make checks out to TCDP, not to Wendy!  

You need not bring any other supplies, except maybe paper towels and a water container. Linda brings all 

the brushes and supplies! And she says to tell you that there will be more color on the plates before she fires 

them for our class.  

Carrie and Fran will be teaching in October. We look forward to those classes, too. So many opportunities to 

learn.  

Deb Laney, prairiestar22@comcast.net, Wendy Cornman, winburt61@yahoo.com 

 

 



Membership 

I am happy to report that we now have a total of 45 members. Welcome to new member Carole 
Miller! We had 21 members at the June meeting.  Don’t forget, per our by-laws, guests are al-
lowed to attend one meeting per year. You must join the club on your second visit. Dues is only 
$15.  

Janine Stiffler won the Country Bucks. 

We are working on an emergency contact list and updating information on members. Please 
see me to get our files current. We are also working on a TCDP pamphlet and may have a ta-
ble at an art show on July 27.  

Carrie Pizer, Membership Chair, carrieann_pizer@yahoo.com 

 

Retreat  
April 23—26, 2026 

Mark your calendars for our 29th annual retreat on April 23-26, 
2026. With a theme of April Showers Bring May Flowers, we just 
have to plan an umbrella decorating contest! Teacher letters will 
be going out by the end of July. If you have not ever received a 
teacher packet but would like one, please contact Dot Hoffman, 
tolebrush@aol.com.  

Wendy Cornman, Chair, winburt61@yahoo.com, Janine Stiffler, Co-Chair, janinetionesta@aol.com 

Points 
Don’t forget to use your points earned last year toward the cost of one of 
the upcoming classes.  You can find point sheets for this year at 

www.townandcountrydecorativepainters.com . 

 Viki Sherman, viki.sherman65@gmail.com 

Remember to check out our sister club’s, Golden Triangle Decorative 

Painters, web site at   

http://www.goldentriangledecorativepainters.org/home.html to see the 

great classes they have coming up, including a fall retreat on October 23-

26 at Crestfield. That booklet should be available online by the end of Ju-

ly. Their next meetings are July 20 and Sept 28. 

Retreat 2025 
GAME over… 

The games may be over but the memories will continue for a very long time!  I wanted to take a 
moment to thank the incredible team we had for this year’s retreat.  They made everything not only 
easy but also, oh, so very fun!  The classes and projects were wonderful as always but, the laugh-
ter shared Saturday night still makes me smile!  A huge thank you to everyone at TCDP who al-
lowed me the opportunity to serve as chairman of such a rewarding event – you are an amazing 
group of women.  I can’t wait to help out next year – Wendy, with her endless energy, has another 
fun-filled, exciting weekend planned! Love to you all – Barb Leffler, former Retreat Chair 

http://www.townandcountrydecorativepainters.com


Painting tips 

Thank you, thank you to everyone who donated prizes for the raffle and to 
those who participated in any way with the raffle and the 50/50. Big winner 
on the 50/50 was Stephanie! (Aren’t you glad you came back, Steph?) 
Our donations and winners are listed below. Thanks to Dot and Cindy for 
help at the table. 
 
Item     Donated by     Won by  
Painted tree    Wendy     Charlette 
Alcohol Ink Flower   Dot      Carol 
Clock and book   Donna and Ellie    Janine 
Alcohol Ink painting, switch plate Dot      Fran 
Steelers magnets   Charlette     Janine 
USA plaque    Wendy     Linda 
DVD and fabric paint  Linda, Nellie     Linda 
DVD and fabric paint  Nellie      Janine 
 
The theme for the next meeting is end of summer and early fall. We’ll accept donations of any 
kind, though, if you want to get rid of some unwanted surfaces and supplies! We have some great 
books that could match your unwanted surfaces! 
Tickets for the large raffle drawing were available at the June meeting. It is a beautiful 20x24 mat-
ted and framed painting by our friend, the late Mollie McKay and was donated by Fran (see photo 
above.) Each member is responsible for selling ten tickets, $1 each,  on our yearly raffle. Ticket 
stubs and money are due at the October meeting. The drawing will be held at the November 2 
basket luncheon.  
Next year’s big raffle is planed already with a wooden lamp and table to be painted by Mary Jane 
and Wendy.  
 
Thank you all for everything that you do to help the club.  
 

Wendy Cornman, Ways and Means Chair,  winburt61@yahoo.com 

Ways and Means 

A couple of varnishing tips this month: 
From Linda: When I finish my acrylic paintings, I have to seal them. I seal the 
slates that I paint using either DecoArt DuraClear Gloss Varnish or Gloss Spray 
finish. I want them sealed well because I plan on mine being outside. Always 

paint the varnish on smoothly and lightly. It's better to use two light coats than 
one heavy coat. I paint it side to side one time & top to bottom the second coat. I 

use DecoArt Triple Thick on the inside of boxes to keep them durable.  

From Viki: I have found that the best way to get smooth finishes is to have a smooth painted sur-
face.  If you can feel or see ridges on the surface, the varnish will accent them.  I use two coats of 
spray-on Krylon 1311.  I personally like a matte finish.  Three coats will give surface a slight sheen. 

Editor’s Note: Speaking of Krylon 1311, if you don’t have it– go get some. (Walmart even has it.) If 
you give a light spray to your painting, you can protect what you have painted so far. So if you try 
something and it doesn’t work as well as you had hoped, you can wipe it off! You can add your high 
highlights or darkest darks without messing up what you have done.  

If using brush on varnish, be sure to use a soft brush that doesn’t show brush strokes. Lightly sand 
between coats to keep it smooth. 



Service 

Our annual basket luncheon, "Autumn Blessings" will be held November 2, 2025 at 

Lake Arthur Golf Club. 

All of the surfaces for centerpieces and favors have been distributed (thank you, vol-

unteers!) and some have already been completed and returned! The deadline to re-

turn yours is the October 5th meeting. 

We have 15 baskets promised so far. We would like to have 25 to 30, so please consider providing one, (or 

two!) - by yourself or with a friend or two. You can contact Karen Schnelle with any questions. Baskets must 

be at the venue by 10:30 AM on Nov. 2nd. Doors will open at 11:00 AM with lunch served at 12:30 PM. 

Tickets are now available (still only $25!) so make your plans and invite your friends. You can get your tick-

ets at the August 3rd meeting, or to reserve them earlier, contact Karen Schnelle (724)368-8217 

or karentheseamstress@gmail.com. All money and unsold tickets must be returned by the October 5th 

meeting. 

Since everyone attending receives a hand-painted gift, and we're hoping to increase our numbers, Vickie 

Kennedy will need a lot more donations so get those paint brushes flying! 

We will again be collecting toys for VOICe. 

This is our biggest fundraiser of the year and we need everyone's support, not only by painting but also by 

attending and inviting lots of non-members. 

Karen Schnelle & Marie Uncapher, Co-chairmen 
Karen Schnelle & Marie Uncapher, Co-chairmen 

karentheseamstress@gamil.com, mayunc1@aol.com 

      Upcoming Birthdays 
Can you believe we don’t have any July birthdays? But we have plenty in August. Carol Fair– 4th, 
Jennifer Calvin-9th, Carole Miller-9th, Geraldine Priester– 11th, Charlette Stiffler– 14th, and Lynne 
Campbell on the 25th.  
Get well wishes have gone out to Deb Laney and Karen Yenick.  
 
Just a reminder that if you would like a card sent to one of our members, please let me know.    

Marilou Grace, Corresponding Secretary, jrmom@zoominternet.net 

Basket Luncheon  

VOICe is getting things together at their new office. It looks very nice. On the 29th of May I was 
able to deliver our donation of $1,000  of clothes and cleaning items. 

VOICe is supposed to have a new list at the end of the month of things that they need. Hopefully I 
will be able to give an updated list of things that they may need. I am sure you all understand what 
a massive job of sorting and organizing they have had at their new place. 

Until then, the only thing for sure is to bring a toy to the Basket Luncheon. If you bring a toy you 
will get a ticket for a nice basket. The odds of winning are pretty good. 

I am always in such awe of the generosity of the toy drive. In the past, they said they were able to 
give one toy to each child. 

Take Care, 
Carol Sexton casexton@zoominternet.net 

Cheer! 

mailto:karentheseamstress@gmail.com
mailto:casexton@zoominternet.net


Check out our web site at www.townandcountrydecorativepainters.com  

I feel like the vintage Saturday Night Live character Roseanne Roseannadanna– I’m taking questions from 
people who write in (or in this case, just asked) and finding out what’s what. This time, we are talking about 
copyrights, sort of asking if you have the right to copy someone else’s work. Mostly, no. But there are some 
guidelines we go by in decorative painting.  
If you want to paint from a decorative painting book– well, that’s what it’s for. Check the inside cover or first 
page for any restrictions on the designs. Some artists allow you to use the design for yourself or for profit– 
selling at a craft show. Some allow you to teach it, but often you have to use your own tracing and come up 
with your own written instructions. More recently, some designers want you to purchase a pattern packet 
for each student.  
But what if it’s a picture you saw online, maybe on Pinterest, or Google? Here’s where the tougher rules 
apply. YOU CANNOT COPY SOMEONE ELSE’S DESIGN, EVEN IF YOU CHANGE A CERTAIN PER-
CENTAGE OF IT! You can get inspired by a design– oh look at this picture of these pretty poppies and li-
lacs. You can then design some poppies and maybe even add lilacs, but you better be switching the point 
of view, the genus, the colors, placement– just about everything. If anyone can look at your design and tell 
it came from that original, you have committed copyright infringement. Maybe add lavender instead of li-
lacs. The IDEA of a cluster of poppies with lilacs is not a copyright, but a specific design of it is.  

 
I thought I’d find an example for you (harder than you’d think.) Erik Abel is an artist 
who is having issues with a particular company being “inspired” by his designs, 
when in fact, they are ripping them off. Changing them a little is not enough. Think of 
it like plagiarism. Get the idea, then put your own unique spin on it. Look at lots of 
pictures of poppies, then draw one up!  
Please stay away from commercial designs, although you can often paint them for 
your own use, say Winnie the Pooh or Scooby-Doo.  
Now, there ARE websites that freely allow you to use their art! Unsplash.com has 
some great photographs that can inspire your designs, and they welcome you do 
download them free. Speaking of free, I always give credit to the sites where I take 

free clipart, but if you download the free clipart, you can use THAT to inspire your design! Here’s a handy 
fact– copyrights last for 75 years. When you design a piece, you (and your descendants) have the copy-
right right then. You don’t have to file anything. Yet another cool fact, because I love cool facts, you can 
use this site to see if an image has been previously found anywhere, or you can use your phone and 
Google the image. (for more info on that, check out https://www.google.com/search?
q=importance+of+copyright+in+decorative+art+work&rlz=1C1VDKB_enUS1159US1159&oq=importance+of+copyright+in+decor
ative+art+work&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIHCAEQIRigATIHCAIQIRigATIHCAMQIRigATIHCAQQIRigATIHCAUQIRigAdIBC
TEzOTczajBqN6gCCLACAfEFViaa9gqB8CE&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8.  
So if your poppies come back as looking an awful lot like a previously published photo, get back to the 
drawing board! Because it’s always somethin’.  
 
Thank you to clipart-library.com and creativefabrica.com for the free clip art this month. 
 
  Stephanie Perne          Dot Hoffman   

  Webmaster      Newsletter Editor 

  stephanieperne@gmail.com                 tolebrush@aol.com  

 

 

 
News from Your  

Webmaster  
and Newsletter  

Editor 
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TCDP GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING                      DATE 6/1/2025 
Held at: American Legion Post 683, 754 N. Pike Road (Rt. 356), Cabot PA 

Called to Order at:  11:36 a.m.  Adjourned: 12:25 p.m. 
 
 

Board Members Attending:  Fran Deah, Barb Leffler, Linda Lineman, Stephanie Perne, Wendy 
Cornman, Dot Hoffman, Marilou Grace, Vickie Kennedy, Stephanie Perne, Carol Sexton, Viki 
Sherman, Janine Stiffler, Karen Schnelle. 

Quorum: Membership Meeting 1/5 of total members (1/5 of 44 = 9 members) Quorum Present 
 

2025 Elected Officers 
Recording Secretary - Fran Deah 
The minutes from the March 30, 2025 membership meeting were emailed to the board and pub-
lished in the newsletter online. There were no additions or corrections.  The minutes were filed. 
 
Treasurer – Barb Leffler 
The figures reported in the treasurer’s report at the May board meeting are included in this treasur-
er’s report. Income was $15 membership dues, $130 Ways and Means, $143 for Program for a to-
tal income of $288.00.  Expenses were $114 for Program, $123.23 for Annual Raffle, $210 for to-
day’s rent, $154 for points used at retreat, and $50 for basket luncheon for a total expense of 
$615.23. 
 
President – Linda Lineman 
Linda thanked everyone for sending get well cards and thinking of you cards for her recent sur-
gery.  She asked if we had a time for having the seminar or was it whenever an artist was availa-
ble. 
 
Seminar Chair – Stephanie Perne 
Stephanie has a letter ready and will be sending it out to prospective teachers. 
 
First Vice-President and Program Chair – Wendy Cornman (for Debra Laney) 
Wendy thanked Janine Stiffler and Cindy for the great projects today.   Our August meeting will 
have Linda Lineman teaching “Finding Spring”, a porcelain plate which will need to have a second 
firing, then returned to the painters at the October meeting. All interested painters must register by 
Mid-July, so that Linda has time to prepare the porcelain and do the initial firing.   
Fran Deah and Carrie Pizer will be teaching at the October meeting.  They will bring samples of 
their projects to the August meeting.  
Cindy Lamb had some examples of a project she will be offering in 2026. 
 
Second Vice President and Membership Chair – Carrie Pizer 
We had 21 painters attend the meeting today.  Carrie asked that everyone fill out their information 
for the emergency contact form, and check to see if their information is correct on the roster.  Wen-
dy brought a tri-fold brochure from back when we still met at Winfield Firehall, which Fran will up-
date.  Hopefully, we can then have them available in various places. 
 
Newsletter – Dot Hoffman 
All committee reports are due to Dot for the newsletter by June 20, 2025.  She would also like 
some painting tips that she can then pass on in the newsletter.  Copyrights must be checked when 
deciding on a project. Dot gave examples of copyrights from 3 different books, each of which var-
ied with what could and could not be done. 
  

 
 



Ways and means – Wendy Cornman 
Wendy thanked everyone for the donations today.  Our August meeting will spotlight early fall or late 
summer.  She also has the tickets ready to pass out for our raffle of Mollie McKay’s framed picture.  
She would like to have the all the tickets back by the October meeting.  At the board’s May meeting 
they voted to have the winning raffle ticket drawn at our Basket Luncheon, instead of waiting until 
December. The board thought we could sell more tickets at the Basket Luncheon, if the attendees 
knew the winner would be drawn that day.   
 
Corresponding Secretary – Marilou Grace   
Sympathy cards were sent to Mary Jane Griffith and Marie Uncapher, and a Get-Well Card to Karen 
Yenick. 
 

2025 Appointed Officers 
Hospitality – Vickie Kennedy 
Vickie thanked Barb Leffler and Carol Sexton for providing the hot dogs, with and without sauer-
kraut.  The results of the preferred drinks survey were: water, iced tea and lemonade. 
For our August meeting Fran Deah will bring ham bar-b-ques and Stephanie Perne will bring pulled 
pork. Carrie will supply buns. 
 
Webmaster - Stephanie Perne 
Stephanie will update the teacher list and board members on the website.  Also, the membership/
registration form must be updated. 
 
Service Chair – Carol Sexton 
Everything has been delivered to VOICe and we received a certificate of $1000.00 for donated mer-
chandise.  The Website should be up this month with a list of needed necessities. 
 
Point System Chair – Viki Sherman 
Viki had nothing new to add today (The board will look at the points sheet and possibly increase the 
points available.) 
 
Retreat Co-Chairs:  Wendy Cornman and Janine Stiffler 
“April Showers bring May Flowers” April 23 – April 26, 2026 at Crestfield Camp and Conference 
Center. 
Wendy wants everyone to get a head start on the “Paint an umbrella” Art Contest. 
 
Retreat Co -Treasurers: Fran Deah and Jennifer Calvin 
Fran will have the retreat books ready for audit at the board meeting, she was just waiting for the 
May bank statement to be available. 
 
Basket Luncheon Co Chairs – Karen Schnelle and Marie Uncapher 
“Autumn Blessings” Basket Luncheon will be held Sunday, November 2, 2025. Tickets are now 
available at $25 each.  The basket luncheon will be held at Lake Arthur Country Club.  We will be 
using round tables for 8.  Any unsold tickets and all monies should be turned in by the October 5

th
 

meeting.  Karen still has 4 centerpieces available for painting.  All the pumpkin magnet favors have 
been given out for painting.  Fourteen people signed up to donate a basket.  Karen and Marie are 
hoping to have 25-30 baskets.  All baskets need to be at the Country Club by 10:30 a.m.  We will 
still collect toys for VOICe.  Vickie Kennedy still needs painted donations for the door prizes (which 
everyone receives). 
 
Respectfully submitted by Fran Deah, Recording Secretary   



Town and Country Decorative Painters 

August 3, 2025 Meeting at The American Legion, Rt. 356, Cabot 

Deadline to register is July 15!!! 

Our August 3 meeting will feature one class for your painting enjoyment. (All the other 
teachers wanted to take the class!) Linda Lineman will be teaching another project in 
her series of seasonal porcelain plates. She will take the plates back to her studio to 
fire, and the completed plate will be available at the October 5 meeting.  
Remember that you are not registered for class until Wendy Cornman has received 
your registration and payment. Be sure she has it by July 15. Please make checks out 
to TCDP, not to Wendy.  

Name _____________________________________________________________________  

Address____________________________________________________________________  

Phone _________________________Email_______________________________________  

Please register me for:    _____ “Finding Spring” taught by Linda Lineman 

             Cost: $24.00 for members, $26 for non-members  

 

Check number ________    or I am using my points certificate. _____   

Please make checks payable to TCDP. 

Mail to: Wendy Cornman, 264 Culberstown Road, New Bethlehem, PA  16242 by July 15, 2025. 

Finding Spring 
Taught by Linda Lineman 
9” Porcelain plate 
Cost: $24 for members, $26 for guests 
All supplies are provided, although you 
can bring paper towels and a water  
container 


